A very special Thank You to

on the remodel of our building!

Watch for word of our open house later in the spring.
In the meantime, feel free to stop by for some coffee and check out the changes.

Thank you also to these Sub-contractors:

Modern Interiors Columbia Cabinets
Van's Plumbing & Electric Red Line Acoustics
Al's Plumbing & Electric Pete Rozen
Barron Telecommunications Price isser Millwork
Security Solutions Honcoop Gravel

Fishtrap Creek Interiors Lyndale Glass

Axiom Construction Whatcom Builders

Action Concrete Cutting

Small Animal Entrance Large Animal Entrance



Don’t Skip the Pre-Purchase Exam

Owning a horse can be a big investment in time, money and emation.
Unfortunately, horses seldom come with a money-back guarantee.
That'swhy it is so important to investigate the horse’'s overall health and
condition through a purchase exam conducted by an equine veterinarian.
Whether you want a horse as a family pet, a pleasure mount, a breeding
animal, or a high performance athlete, you stand the best chance of get-
ting one that meets your needs by investing in a pre-purchase exam.

Purchase examinations may vary, depending on the intended use of
the horse and the veterinarian who is doing the examination. Deciding
exactly what should be included in the purchase examination requires
good communication between you and your veterinarian. The following
guidelines from the American Association of Equine Practitioners
(AAEP) will help ensure a custom-tailored exam:

Choose a veterinarian who is familiar with the breed, sport
or use for which the horse is being purchased.

Explain to your veterinarian your expectations and primary uses for the horse, including short- and long-term goals
(e.g., showing, then breeding).

Ask your veterinarian to outline the procedures that he or she feels should be included in the exam and why.
Establish the costs for these procedures.

Be present during the purchase exam. The seller or agent should also be present.

Discuss with your veterinarian his or her findingsin private.
Don't be afraid to ask questions or request further information about your veterinarian’s findingsin private.

The veterinarian’sjob is neither to pass or fail an animal. Rather, it isto provide you with information regarding any existing medi-
cal problems and to discuss those problems with you so that you can make an informed purchase decision. Y our veterinarian can
advise you about the horse’ s current physical condition, but he or she cannot predict the future. The decision to buy is yours aone to
make. But your equine veterinarian can be a valuable partner in the process of providing you with objective, heath-related informa-
tion.

For more information about purchase exams, ask your equine veterinarian for “ Purchase Exams: A Sound Economic Investment,” a
brochure provided by the AAEP in conjunction with Education Partner Bayer Animal Health. Additional information can be found
on the AAEP' s horse health Web site, www.myHorseM atters.com.

Reprinted with permission from the American Association of Equine Practitioners.

Help us, helpyou. . . W WW
Keeping Our Records Up To Date

Every month we send out hundreds of reminders to aid our Be aware of the challengesin teat dip management dur-
friendsin keeping their pets healthy. Unfortunately, some of ing below freezing weather. Always thoroughly mix teat dip in
these reminders are for pets that have been storage containers before refilling the teat dip cup. Provide
given away, lost or in some cases have died. protection from winds around parlor exits and feed bunks lo-

Please help us serve you better by lettingus | Ccated outside buildings.
know when you no longer have a particular When severe cold exposure conditions exist, continue to teat
pet. A simple phone call, note with your pay- | dip cows, but be sure teats are
ment or contact via your pet portal isall it dry before cows leave the par-
takes to update our records and to keep your lor. Take special precau-
pet’s notices accurate. tionsto protect debili-

tated cows or those
Thanks. with udder edema

“Am N ' from severe cold.




